60                    OUT IN THE COLD.

9. And then she gave Brownie one good
brisk rubbing with some of the straw,
to warm them both. She made him a bed
of straw too.

.10. Brownie was glad to nibble a mouth-
ful while this- was being done. Then she
took some fine carrots from a shelf, and
put them in front of him. Oh, how
Brownie did munch those fresh juicy roots !

11.  Lastly, she found a bucket of clean
water which had not long been drawn from
the well, and which had only a thin coating
of ice on the top.

12.  It had been set in the shed ready
for making some mortar, with which father
was going to plaster up the cracks in the
wall

13.  Brownie seemed almost more glad of
the water than of the food.    He took a
long drink, and turned to thank Mercy
with his great deep dark eyes.

14.  " Now, poor old fellow, I think you
will do," said the child.   " I could not bear
to leave you out this bitter night, and now.
I must be getting home, for the snow has
soaked through my boots."